ABSTRACT
INTRODUCTION
Language is an extremely complex and abstract system that sharpens people's thoughts and guides and controls their entire activity. It plays a vital role in the development of mind, the processes of thinking and the growth of knowledge (Hans, 2008) . It is the most valuable possession of man, species-specific and uniquely human traits that distinguishes him from other animals (Bolinger, 1968) .
English is an international language, spoken in many countries both as a native and as a second or foreign language (Sahu, 2011) . English is being learnt and used all over the world not out of any imposition but through the realization that it has certain inherent advantages. Today the compulsions of learning English are no longer merely political but scientific and technological. It is the language required by the world for greater understanding, "it is the most international of languages" (Quirk, 1962) . For interpersonal interaction and mutual enrichment, and in order to join the mainstream of national life, it is obligatory for every Indian to learn a language other than his own mother tongue, a language that is commonly shared by a majority of people. Today, no language other than English is V. SELVARASU ** By in a position to serve this purpose (Vargese, 2009 ).
English language has a significant continuing role in India. Durent (1987) has estimated that roughly one fifth of Indian newspapers and one third of all books published in India are in English. The most striking indication of the continuing role of English is the scale of its everyday use (Gupta, 2004) .
In educational institutions, it was not only a compulsory subject, but the medium of instruction as well. Even after Independence English remained an associate official language of the union. English cannot be really done away within the modern times. University Education Commission (1990, 1992) have emphasized the need for an effective instruction in the language (Gupta, 2010) .
Learning the mother tongue is a spontaneous flow of any human being. In the case of learning a second language, there is hardly any natural and biological need as the one for learning the mother tongue. The learner has to make conscious effort to learn it (Bose, 2007 (Snekalatha, 2011) ; and Students form secondary schools had more favourable study habits than higher secondary school students (Kale, 2011) .
Significance of the Study
English is a global language that serves as a common language for communication among various nations. In India, English is not merely a language, it means much more than that. It is a matter of great social status and recognition. People have the belief that if we like it or not a person speaking good English considered to be a scholarly person and on the contrary a person who does not speak English considered to be a lay man. Generally in India especially in Tamil Nadu, people consider an ordinary thought conveyed in English to be great where noble or supreme thought conveyed in their mother tongue to be inferior. Thus, the society gives a lot of weightage to English.
In Indian education system, English as a second language (ESL) aims at improving the ability of the students to understand English and to write and speak English. English is the part of students' meaningful and successful existence in the world today. It plays a crucial role in improving the standard of the students in the society. It is observed that many students in schools do not give enough importance to ESL. Compared to science subjects like Mathematics, Physics, Chemistry, etc., they give less importance to studying English subject. Because by scoring good marks in these science subjects, they could get admission for professional courses like Medical or Engineering. But they do not realise that the attitude of ignoring English subject at school will have serious consequences in their life. This Here the authors took up a study on examining the significant endeavor to learn ESL by the +2 students under four dimensions affects the students in a long run. The students are not aware of the fact that they are giving less importance to the subject English. They ignore the English subject unconsciously.
With all these factors in mind, the investigator analyses the weightage given to ESL at school level. Moreover the investigator tries to create awareness among the teachers, parents and students about the fact that they are ignoring the English subject unconsciously. The investigator wants the teacher, parents and students to give enough importance to the ESL, so that the students have a prosperous life and hence this piece of research work emerged out.
Objectives
The objectives of the present study are · To find out the level of weightage to ESL given by +2 students.
· To find out the significant difference, if any, in weightage to ESL given by +2 students with regard to sex, age, nature of the school, type of the school and location of the school.
Method
The research aims at studying the level of weightage to ESL given by +2 students. Hence this study involved data collection through survey method.
Population and Sample
The population for the present study consisted of students studying in +2 in Tamil Nadu. The population was drawn from government, aided and private schools in Tirunelveli district. From the population, the investigator selected 290 students comprised of 131 boys and 159 girls from 12 schools as the representative sample. The investigator handled the stratified random sampling technique to select the sample for the investigation. The selected sample was from rural and urban areas of Tirunelveli district.
Tool Used
The authors constructed a questionnaire on weightage to 
Statistics Employed
In the present study, the collected data were treated using Mean, Standard Deviation, Pearson product moment correlation, t test, Analysis of variance and Scheffe test.
Data Analysis
The analysed data are tabulated in three Tables. Table 1 deals with the level of weightage given by +2 students on ESL with regard to background variables, Table 2 deals with   the t Test analysis and Table 3 deals with the F Test analysis to find out the significant difference in weightage to ESL given by +2 students.
In Table 2 
Results
It is inferred from the The students belong to Government schools gave more weightage to study ESL than the students belong to aided schools. Also students belong to aided schools gave more weightage to study ESL than the students belong to private schools. For the dimension 'Involvement', there is significant difference between the students studying at Government and aided schools in weightage to ESL. The students belong to Government schools gave more weightage to study ESL than the students belong to aided schools.
Discussion
It is the foremost responsibility of the government to give quality education to its citizens at an affordable cost. The English. Besides they should not have any inhibition in their mind because half the battle is won in the mind. They should think, "I can speak and write good English". They should make use of the opportunities and resources available. They should not study the English subject in the examination point of view alone. They have to learn it as a language which would help them tremendously in the long run.
Conclusion
The research was started based on the investigators' curiosity to find out the language problems of the students at the college level. The roots for this problem lie not in the college but somewhere else. The researchers have felt that the students have been lethargic in their approach towards English at the school level. This has eventually caused a lack of language proficiency. The researchers have also felt that the students have not studied enough to improve their language competency which has affected their performance tremendously. It was found that the students at +2 level gave moderate level of importance to ESL.
Besides comparing to boys, girl students gave more weightage to study English subject. Therefore students should be made to concentrate on English with some seriousness so that their communication skill, both speaking and writing, improves which in turn will brighten their future.
